
Teen Dating Violence Statistics

Tweens (11-14 years old):

One in four tweens (24%) say dating violence, physically hurting relationship partners is a
serious problem for people their age. More than a third (37%) of tweens agree that verbal
abuse is a problem for people their age.i

One-in-five between the ages of 13 and 14 say their friends are victims of dating violence,
such as getting struck, hit or slapped by a boyfriend or girlfriend, and nearly half of all
tweens in relationships say they know friends who are verbally abused.ii

Only half of all tweens (51 percent) claim to know the warning signs of a bad/hurtful
relationship.iii

Sixty-Nine percent of all teens that have had sex by age 14 said they have gone through one
or more types of abuse in a relationship.iv

Teens (15-18 years old):

Approximately 1 in 5 female high school students report being physically and/or sexually abused by a
dating partner.v

Nearly one-half of adult sex offenders report committing their first sexual offense prior to 18.vi

81% of parents surveyed either believed teen dating violence is not an issue or admit they
don’t know if it’s an issue.vii

When female high school students were asked whom they would talk to if someone they date
is attempting to control them, insults them, or physically harms them, 86% percent said they
would confide in a friend, while only 7% said they would talk to police.viii

A study of 1,600 juvenile sexual assault offenders nationwide indicated that only around 33%
of the juveniles perceived sex as a way to demonstrate love or caring for another person;
23.5% percent perceived sex as a way to feel power and control; 9.4% as a way to dissipate
anger; 8.4% percent as a way to punish.ix

50% of youth reporting both dating violence and rape also reported attempting suicide,
compared to 12.5% of non-abused girls and 5.4% of non-abused boys.x

More than half of both prison and jail inmates serving time for violence against an intimate
were using drugs, alcohol or both at the time of the incident for which they were
incarcerated.xi

Violent relationships in adolescence can have serious ramifications for victims: Many will
continue to be abused in their adult relationships and are at a higher risk for substance abuse,
eating disorders, risky sexual behavior, and suicide.xii
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