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‘ Portrait of a child in a violent home...

» 15.5 million Children in the United States live in families in which partner
violence occurred at least once in the past year, and seven million children live in
families in which severe partner violence occurred.'

» Teen victims of physical dating violence are more likely than their non-abused
peers to smoke, use drugs, engage in unhealthy diet behaviors (taking diet pills
or laxatives and vomiting to lose weight), engage in risky sexual behaviors, and
attempt or consider suicide.”

» In a national survey of American families, 50% of the men vy_ho frequently
assaulted their wives also frequently abused their children."

» On average between 1993 and 2004, children under age 12 were residents of
households experiencing intimate partner violence in 43% of incidents involving
female victims and 25% of incidents involving male victims."

» A child's exposure to the father abusing the mother is the strongest risk fact for
transmitting violent behavior from one generation to the next.”

» Many children in homes where domestic violence occurs have difficulties in
school, including problems with concentration, poor academic performance,
difficulty with peer interactions, and more absences from school. Adolescents
are at risk of academic failure, school dropout, delinquency, substance abuse,
and difficulties in their own relationships."i

» Infants and toddlers who witness violence show excessive irritability, immature
behavior, sleep disturbances, emotional distress, fears of being alone, and

regression in toileting and language. Preschool children may develop enuresis
and speech dis-fluencies, such as stuttering. "

ﬂﬁb"f"( CG Fhoosing fon O fleighbon i fleed

Housing e Education e Childcare e Counseling e Mentoring



http://www.endabuse.org/content/action_center/detail/754
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